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The international community in Brussels welcomes Panathlon’s initiative to start a new 
Panathlonclub in Brussels.  

As member of the international board and having facilitated this initiative in response 
to a growing interest for a specific platform to meet and discuss about the ethical 
future of sport, I am proud and honored to be part of this club.

This new Panathlon EU club welcomes all sport fans that aim to promote the human 
values of brotherhood, respect, equity and integrity. 

Sport unites people. 

As stakeholders and partners, we will play our role in supporting the EU in its goals for 
a healthy and ethical society.

In the next months we intend to expand our movement by organizing events that 
brings these objectives to the table and by participating as expert in different EU fora.

Collaborations with sport movements (federations, clubs…) academic partners 
(universities, high schools), Business and EU experts and more will result in specific 
partnerships on EU level.

We welcome you and hope to meet and collaborate with you at any possible level.

Paul Standaert

Member of the board of Panathlon International Conseiller International

Preface
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Opening Panathlon EU Brussels 

In the presence of International President Pierre 
Zappelli, a new Panathlon Club was opened.  
Panathlon EU Brussels unites a broad pallet of actors 
willing to support and promote an ethical sport for all 
within the EU. 
Members are (Olympic) athletes, a sport organizer, a 
researcher and academic, a board member of sport 
federation, a board member of Olympic committee, 
international Business representatives  involved in sport and sport support, and 
more.

Yves Le Lostecque, Head of Unit  Sport of 
DG EAC  congratulated Panathlon with 
this new initiative and subscribed the 
importance of movements as Panathlon to 
collaborate and promote the essential 
values of sport for all within the European 
region.
Arjan van t’Veer, president of the new club 

and secretary general to the European Lotteries, welcomed the new members and 
announced a strong program of initiates that will be launched by the club.
The program for 2019-2012 of the club will focus on ethical issues that compromise 
‘sport for all’. Vice president Philippe Vlaemminck described initiatives about 
excessive commercialization of sport, trade of young African athletes, sport for 
elderly people. 
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2019 Emocs workshop  
21st June - Brussels, BE

On 21th of June IB member Paul Standaert represented Panathlon EU Brussels by 
participating at the 2019 Emocs workshop in Brussels.

The event took place at the European Committee of Regions, the very heart of the 
European quarter in Brussels, in the Rue Belliard.

Testimonials of Cities as Liverpool, companies as Veolia, government bodies  as 
Sport Vlaanderen, and 
European Commission brought 
input for discussion.

The workshops, initiated by the 
Erasmus + projects Emocs 
(European Meetings of 
Company Sports) and Pacte 
(Promoting Active Cities 
Throughout Europe) united a 
number of actors from European municipalities and partners as Sport and 
Citizenship, EFCS, and the swiss consulting company Evaleo.

Participants from different European countries as The Netherlands, Denmark, UK, 
Italy, Germany, Croatia, Belgium and more, debated about the role of the 

stakeholders within a regional or 
municipal context. Politics, Business, 
Education, Sport organizers, and 
much more. All of them  had  their 
particular input and role for  
promoting a more active citizen, 
employee, parent, etc.…

Final “ASPIRE” Conference 
14th June - Frankfurt, DE

On the 14th of June, the “German Olympic Sports Confederation” (DOSB) was 
hosting the final “ ASPIRE” (Activity, Sport and Play for the Inclusion of Refugees 
in Europe) conference. Patrick Van Campenhout, member of the board of directors 
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of the Belgian Olympic Committee and executive member of Panathlon Brussels-
EU was representing Panathlon International. 

The moderator of the day was Mrs. 
Jutta Buyse, Deputy Secretary-General 
of the European Lotteries. She 
introduced Prof. Dr. Gudrun Doll-
Tepper for the general welcome of all 
delegates.
The Aspire project Manager, Orsolya 
Tolnay, gave an overview from the 
project that have been done. A 
symposium on the research and 

evidence-base relating this matter was given by Katrin Koennen and Kat Craig. In 
the afternoon parallel workshops on capacity building and leadership took place. 

During  the evening we had high-level 
panel discussions on collaboration and 
sustainability. As testimony was given by 
Mohamad Jarkas, a former football 
referee and refugee in Belgium.After the 
conclusions and closing remarks all 
delegates from many nations were 
satisfied about this conference. A very 
good initiative from EU Erasmus + 
project, European Lotteries and Tot association, Youth Sport, ICSSPE, Caritas 
akademie, EOSE, ENGSO, and many other organizations that are working together 
for the better future outcome of the projects. Panathlon International was also in 
the spotlight by the networking done during this conference. It is obvious that a lot 
of work has to be done for the further promotion of the Panathlon vision.

5th anniversary of European Week of Sports 
Helsinki, FI

P.I. EU was represented at the EWOS Opening Ceremony and Presidency Sport Conference 
on Safeguarding Children in Sport.

The Opening ceremony took place at the Leppaävaara Sports Park in the presence of the EC 
Commissioner for Youth & Sport Mr. Navracsics.

At the seminar in the afternoon there was the time to discuss about the role of sport 
organizations and role of education.

The main topic for the conference the next day was 'Safeguarding Children in Sport'.
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Finnish Minister of Sport Hanna Kosonen welcomed the participants and pointed out the 
importance of national and international collaboration on the issues.

Commissioner Mr. Navracsics insisted on the actions to start sporting as young as possible as 
a ‘good habit’ witch will most likely become acquainted when started at younger age.

With all the long-life benefits to be expected with these habits.

Mr. Navracsics was proud of the success of EWOS at this 5th 

anniversary and hopes that the next EC Comm Mss. Maria 
Gabriel will further develop the initiative and the resolutions 
of the Tatu convention.

Also combatting sport manipulation and promoting good 
governance is a big topic. Already 51 projects in EC and 17mil 
Eu invested in studies and projects (Erasmus+) 

Experts from EUA, FIFA IOC, ENGSO, University of 
Loraine, University of Jyväkylä and more, presented their 
views and discussed about a large spectrum of issues, surveys 
and projects concerning safeguarding children and how to 
create a safe environment for Sport.

As a partner of EWOS Panathlon should reflect on how it 
could bring its experts and expertise to the table and play a 
role in these interesting developments.

Panathlon could participate as observer in the EC expert 
group with focus on integrity and match fixing, as already 
IOC is.
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Calender 

27th March 2020
“Olympians in Flanders Fields”

UFO auditorium; Ghent University

Newsletter Team 

Phillipe Vlaemminck 
Paul Standaert 

Patrick Van Campenhout 
Jelle Vlaeminck

Tine Vertommen, PhD Thomas Moore University 
(left) and Susan Greinig IOC Medical & 

Scientific Department (middle)

Marisa Fernandez Esteban, deputy 
head of sport at Directorate-
General for Education, Youth, 

Sport and Culture (right)


